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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Dean of minority affairs announces retirement 
Donald Williams Sr., longtime dean of the 
Office of Minority Affairs, has announced he 
will retire effective December 31. 
Williams was hired in December 1985 as the 
director of GVSU's Minority Business 
Education Center and appointed to his present 
position in 1989. 
An active member of many city coalitions and 
clubs, Williams said much of his time follow-
ing retirement will be spent leading a fund 
drive to build a Grand Rapids youth center. He 
is president of the Concerned Citizens Council, 
which has announced plans for a $5 .5 million 
center at Franklin and Jefferson streets . 
"We want the center to serve as notice to the 
community that their kids are as valuable to us 
as ballplayers, and convention visitors," 
Williams said. 
Williams is also a Grand Rapids Rotary Club 
officer, and active in the Economic Club of 
Greater Grand Rapids, Minority Affairs 
Council for Michigan Universities, West 
Michigan Coalition for African American 
Men, and Grand Rapids Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 
AtGVSU, he 
has established 
three specific 
programs to 
address the 
academic and 
social needs of 
minority 
students in 
business, 
science and 
mathematics, 
and education. 
Each of those 
programs 
offers scholar-
ships, tutoring 
sessions, and 
mentoring 
programs. 
The Office of 
Minority 
Affairs also 
University Communications file photo 
Don Williams Sr. is shown in 
a March photo at the Grand 
Rapids chapter of the 
National Kidney Foundation 
gala. 
sponsors the King-Chavez-Parks College Day, 
for area sixth-12th grade students; and Start 
Now!, a college-prep program for Holland 
middle and high school students. 
"Our reputation is so great within the university, 
community, and statewide, and it is my hope 
that Grand Valley maintains this energy we' ve 
put into what we've built and does not diminish 
the effort to fit into future budget patterns," he 
said. 
Bart Merkle, vice provost and dean of students, 
said Williams is responsible for helping create 
one of the best models for a university minority 
affairs center. 
"He's provided the leadership that has helped 
develop all of these programs we have now," 
Merkle said. 
Williams' retirement announcement precedes 
"Blues on the Banks of the Grand," the annual 
benefit concert that rai ses money for minority 
scholarships. During the past six years, more 
than $700,000 has been raised; Williams 
hopes to surpass the $1 million mark this year. 
The concert, at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 31, at Frederik Meijer Gardens, will 
feature Memphis jazz artist Joyce Cobb. The 
scholarship endowment drive continues 
through December 31. 
------------------------•••-------------------------
Across Campus 
December commencement 
details announced 
The December Commencement Ceremony 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
December 8, in the Fieldhouse. 
Faculty and staff members who plan to 
process should meet for robing at 9:45 a.m. in 
the Dance Studio (B-160), first floor of the 
Fieldhouse. People needing academic regalia 
should contact Jane Johnson of the University 
Bookstore at x2450 by Friday, October 26. 
Questions can be directed to Lee Ann Tibbe, 
Student Life Office, at x2345 or Sue 
Williemsen, Dean of Students Office, at x3585 . 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
GVSU upgrades 
BlackBoard 
The Blackboard (formally Course Info) software 
has been upgraded, making the university a 
level three course management user. GVSU 
now has more than 700 courses and 9,000 
students using Blackboard. 
Blackboard enables faculty members and 
students to communicate and collaborate 
through real-time chats, threaded discussions, 
class e-mail , and on-line file exchanges. 
Instructors can create and manage course Web 
sites without having to know the HTML 
language. 
Since courses are password-protected, faculty 
members can also take advantage of course 
management options like a gradebook, in which 
students can see only their own grades; a 
digital dropbox for students to electronically 
submit assignments; and course statistics 
allowing faculty members to evaluate and 
measure student progress. 
For more information on BlackBoard training 
sessions, help documentation, and upcoming 
"Brown Bag" workshops, visit the Information 
Technology Department's Web site at 
http://www.gvsu.edu/it/faculty/index.htm. 
Across Campus continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
_GVSU., World Affairs Council host Barak 
Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak blamed Yasser Arafat for the 
current violence in the Middle East, and he complimented the U.S. 
leadership in the fight against terrorism. Barak was appearing at an event 
on October 17 sponsored by GVSU and the World Affairs Council of 
Western Michigan. 
Barak - who was on hi s first U.S. speaking tour - said he didn ' t think 
there were direct links between the asassination of Rehavam Zeevi and 
the September 11 attacks on the U.S. But he said they are related. 
Barak called Zeevi "a man who devoted his life to the security and 
establishment of the Jewish state." 
Barak said he agrees with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 's assertion that 
Yasir Arafat bears responsibility for the killing. 
Barak said the response of the American people to the September 11 
attacks has been "amazingly impressive for foreigners who spend their 
lives in terror. There's a lot of patriotism, solidarity, seriousness - almost 
· -an absence of panic." 
Barak was presented with a signed copy of the holocaust memoir 
Good Morning, which was written by Grand Rapids resident Joseph 
Stevens. Stevens was a Polish Jew who posed as a Catholic to avoid 
capture by the Nazis. Stevens currently lives in Tel Aviv, and the book 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak talks 
with GVSU President Mark A. Murray. 
was presented by 
Grand Valley 
President Mark A. 
Murray. 
Music at the dinner 
was performed by 
premiere Israeli 
pianist Av iram 
Reichart. A past 
medali st in the Van 
Cliburn 
International Piano 
Competition, 
Reichert joined 
Grand Valley 's 
music fac ulty this 
year. 
Counting coins 
photo by Michele Johnson 
Students, from left, Kevin Schwemmin, Bob Basik and Han Vu, count 
coins collected for the American Red Cross. Following the September 
11 terrorist attacks, GVSU's Volunteer Center and Delta Sigma Phi led 
the collection effort. Lee Ann Tibbe, Student Life special events 
coordinator, said more than $1,100 was raised. 
What's Ahead 
Dance group highlights music events 
The Eisenhower Dance Ensemble, regarded as Michigan's premier 
modern dance company, returns to GVSU with a fresh program of 
works choreographed by Laurie Eisenhower. The dance group will 
perform in the Arts at Noon Series on Wednesday, October 24, in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC. 
Other music events thi s week include a recital by guest pianist 
Frances Renzi today at 8 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre. Renzi 
is professor emerita at the University of Toledo. 
On Friday, October 26, the Grand Valley Jazz Trio will make its 
debut, featuring Kurt Ellenberger, piano, Dave Spring, bass, and 
Derico Watson, drums. Guest musicians will join the trio for a 
performance at 8 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
continued on page 3 
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FORUM 
Vol_ume 26, Number 12 
The GVSU Forum is published by the Office 
of University Communications every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Johnson, editor, c/o the 
forum@gvsu .edu. Telephone: 6 16-895-222 1. 
Fax: 6 16-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html . 
Grand Valley State University is an affi rma-
ti ve action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's dai ly online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and_ Staff Sketches 
David Stark, assistant professor of history, presented 
a paper, titled "Creating a Community of Their Own: 
Eighteenth-Century Afro-Puerto Ricans in San Mateo 
de Cangrejos (Santurce) Puerto Rico," at the 
conference on Diaspora Paradigms: New Scholarship 
in Comparative Black History in East Lansing. 
Keith Watts, assistant professor of Spanish, presented 
a paper, titled "Language Contact Phenomena in 
Bilingual Monteverde, Costa Rica," at the 30th 
International Conference of the Linguistic Association 
of the Southwest, in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Polly J. Diven and John Constantelos, associate 
professors of political science, presented a paper, 
titled "Misleading the Public? Political Candidates 
and the U.N. ," at the annual meeting of the 
American Political Science Association in San 
Francisco. 
Karen Dunlap, coordinator of continuing education 
at Kirkhof School of Nursing, was named a 
"Hometown Hero" by the Grand Rapids/Kent 
County Convention and VisitQrs Bureau at its annual 
awards banquet. Dunlap was recognized for her role 
in coordinating the Midwest Nursing Research 
Society convention. 
Don Williams Sr., dean of Minority Affairs , gave a 
presentation during New Hope Baptist Church's 
"Teen Spirit Kick-Off Night." The event included 
presentations by area educators and business people. 
Thomas Herzog, professor of psychology, is the 
senior author of a paper, titled "Assessing 
Knowledge About the Natural Environment and Well 
Being," which was published in the Journal of 
Environmental Psychology. Co-authors are the late 
Hong Chen of GVSU's psychology department, and 
a former psychology student. 
What's Ahead 
continued from page 2 
Purchasing Office 
plans open house 
In celebration of National Buying for Higher 
Education Week, the Purchasing Office invites 
the campus community to an open house on 
Wednesday, October 24, from 2-4 p.m. in Lake 
Michigan Hall , room 279. 
Participants will have an opportunity to meet the 
buying staff, discuss questions, pick up policy 
and procedure manuals, and enjoy refreshments. 
For more information, call the office at x2280. 
Synoptic Lecture 
cancelled 
World-renowned religious scholar Karen 
Armstrong, scheduled to speak at this year's 
William James Synoptic Lecture, has cancelled 
her appearance due to 
health problems. 
Armstrong's public 
lecture, planned for 
October 25, and a 
smaller talk for the 
GVSU community on 
October 26 are unlikely 
to be re-scheduled. 
Armstrong, the author Karen Armstrong 
of 10 books including 
the bestseller, A History of God, and the 2000 
book, Islam: A Short History, has been in high 
demand since September 11. An expert on 
Islamic fundamentalism, she has made frequent 
recent appearances on television and radio news 
programs. 
This year's event Synoptic Lecture was planned 
in collaboration with the Center for Religion and 
Life in Grand Haven. Armstrong's workshops at 
the center have also been cancelled. 
Lecture examines Lincoln's 
pre;.presidential life 
The second event in the Lincoln Lecture Series 
will feature Douglas Wilson, author of the 
groundbre_aking work, Honor's Voice, about 
. Lincoln 's youth, marriage and life prior to 
becoming president in 
1860. Wilson has also 
written several other books 
on Lincoln and is director 
of the Lincoln Center at 
Knox College in Illinois . 
His lecture, "The Younger 
Years - Lincoln's 
Pre-Presidential Life," will 
Douglas Wilson take place on Thursday, 
October 25, at the Gerald 
R. Ford Museum. A reception begins at 7 p.m. , 
followed by Wilson 's presentation at 8 p.m. 
The event is free and open to the public, but 
reservations areencouraged. Call x2770. 
The Lincoln Lectures, held on Thursdays 
through November 15, are sponsored by 
GVSU's Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies and the Gerald R. Ford Foundation. 
Nur·sing conference 
to study global issues 
Kirkhof School of Nursing, Nursing Center for 
Global Health and Padnos International Center 
are sponsoring a one-day seminar focused on 
global and cultural issues in nursing education. 
Geared toward nurse educators, staff members 
and students, the conference is planned for 
Friday, October 26, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in the 
University Club of the De Vos Center, Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. 
Carolyn Smith, R.N. , M.S., will be the keynote 
speaker. Smith is an independent consultant for 
various national and international organizations 
and adjunct assistant professor at Duquesne 
(Penn.) University School of Nursing. 
Smith will speak about "Global Issues in Nursing 
Education." Other conference sessions will 
explore cultural sensitivity, language barriers, 
collaborative education models, and international 
student programs. 
Cost to attend the conference, which awards 
6.5 contact hours of continuing education to 
registered nurses, is $75 and includes breakfast 
and lunch. For a registration form or more 
information, call x718 l. 
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Education Lecture Series 
concludes 
The final two speakers in the annual Fall 
Education Lecture Series will focus on K-12 
testing and including children with special 
needs in general education. 
Tom Watkins, Michigan Department of 
Education superintendent, will speak about state 
standardized tests on Monday, October 29, from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. in the Eberhard Center, at the 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Watkins was 
appointed to his present position in April by the 
state Board of Education. 
On Tuesday, October 30, Mara Sapon-Shevin, 
professor at Syracuse University, will speak on 
breaking barriers between general education 
and special education at the teacher preparation 
level. Sapon-Shevin teaches in Syracuse's 
Inclusive Elementary and Special Education 
Teacher Education Program. Her lecture will 
also begin at 4:30 p.m. in the Eberhard Center. 
Sponsored by GVSU's School of Education, 
the lectures are free and open to the public. For 
information, call x3554. 
Walk-A-Thon will benefit scholarship fund 
The GVSU Women 's Center will hold its annual 
Walk-A-Thon on Thursday, November 1, from 
3-6 p.m. Money raised by participants will 
benefit scholarships for women. 
The event is open to faculty and staff members 
and students. People can participate individually 
or in teams of four, and exercise by walking, 
running, biking or in-line skating. 
. Marlene Kowalski-Braun, director of the 
Wom_en's Center, said the Fieldhouse will serve 
as a central place during the event, but partici-
pants can exercise anywhere. Also, laps or miles 
can be completed prior to the event. 
Pledge sheets are available at the Women 's 
Center, 202 Student Services Building. 
Prizes (restaurant gift certificates and tickets 
to December's shopping trip in Chicago) will 
be given to the person who raises the most 
money, and to the best dressed team. 
The first Walk-A-Thon was held in 1993. 
Kowalski-Braun said since that time, 83 
scholarships have been awarded totaling 
$37,823. 
For more information, or to donate money, 
call the Women's Center at x2748. 
photo courtesy of Marlene Kowalski-Braun 
During the November 1 Walk-A-Thon, prizes will be awarded to the person who rais-
es the most money and to the best dressed team, like these employees who partici-
pated last year. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 22 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Music Department 
Workshop. Male Choir Workshop for high 
school singers, with Charles Norris and 
Ellen Pool. LAT, PAC. Call x3484 for 
more information. 
3:30-4:30 p.m.: Women 's Center Roundtable 
Discussion. University Club, DeVos 
Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. For 
more information call x2748. 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Center. Meditation - Stress Reduction for 
Healthier Living (6 sessions). 204 STU. 
For more information call x3266. 
4-6 p.m.: International Studies Conversations, 
"South Africa: A Phenomenal Experience." 
AH. For more information call x3898. 
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. Pianist Frances 
Renzi , professor emeritus at University of 
Toledo. LAT, PAC. For more information 
call x3484. 
Tues., Oct. 23 
12 noon-1 p.m. : Campus Wellness. Office 
Ergonomics. 313 EC. For more information 
call x3266. 
3-5 p.m.: Master Class Series, Pianist Frances 
Renzi . Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , 
PAC. For more information call x3484. 
4-7 p.m.: Campus Wellness. Underwater 
Weighing. Human Performance Lab, FH. 
For more information call x3659. 
4:30-6:30 p.m.: Kirkhof School of Nursing 
Continuing Education Event. "Islam and the 
Muslim Patient: Impact of Religion and 
Culture on Health Care Delivery." 
Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. For more information 
call x7181. 
9-10:30 p.m. : Campus Wellness. Advanced 
Self Defense Series. Multipurpose Room, 
FH. For more information call x3659. 
Wed., Oct. 24 
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. : Regional Math and Science 
Center. Program for teachers on National 
Energy Education Development. KC. Call 
x2267 for more information. 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Regional Math and Science 
Center. Building Confidence through 
Content for Elementary Teachers. 225 
PAD. Call x2267 for more information. 
10 a.m.-12 noon : Open Rehearsal. GVSU 
Faculty Jazz Trio with Danny Jordan. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. 
For more information call x3484. 
11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Campus Wellness, Men 's 
Health Awareness Fair. KC Lobby. For 
more information call x3266. 
11 a.m.-6:30 p.m.: Padnos International Center 
Study Abroad Fair. De Vos Center, Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. For more information 
call x3898. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series, The 
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble. LAT, PAC. 
For more information call x3484. 
2-3 p.m. : COT Development Committee 
presents "Stress All Around Us," with Eric 
Klingensmith. Room 303C, DeVos Center. 
To regi ster call x2215 . 
3:30-4:30 p.m. : Women's Center Roundtable 
Discussion. Room 109 PAD. For more 
information call x2748. 
Thurs., Oct. 25 
8:30 a.m.-3 :30 p.m. : Regional Math and 
Science Center. Battle Creek Science Kit 
Training, "Sound" for grade 3. 225 PAD. 
Call x2267 for more information. 
9-10 a.m. : COT Development Committee 
presents "Stress All Around Us," with Eric 
Klingensmith. KC, Cabins ABC. To register 
call x2215 . 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center. Study Skills. 204 
STU. For more information call x3266. 
7 p.m. : Lincoln Lecture Series. "The Younger 
Years - Lincoln 's Pre-Presidential Life," 
with Douglas Wilson. Gerald R. Ford 
Museum. For ticket information call x2770. 
Fri., Oct. 26 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.: Kirkhof School of Nursing, 
Nursing Center for Global Health and 
Padnos International Center conference on 
"Global Issues in Nursing Education." 
University Club, Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. For more information call x7 l 8 l. 
7:30 p.m.: The Center for Religion and Life 
and GVSU Liberal Studies Program 
present, "What is Fundamentalism?" 
Reception and book signing follow. Christ 
Community Church, Spring Lake. For 
more information call (616) 842-1985. 
VENTS 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. GVSU Faculty 
Jazz Trio. LAT, PAC. Call x3484 for more 
information . 
Sat., Oct. 27 
9 a.m.: The Center for Religion and Life and 
GVSU Liberal Studies Program present, 
"The Battle for God." Christ Community 
Church, Spring Lake. For information call 
(616) 842- 1985. 
11 a.m.: The Center for Religion and Life and 
GVSU Liberal Studies Program present, 
"Victory or Defeat?" Christ Community 
Church, Spring Lake. For information call 
(616) 842-1985 . 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. : University Club Children 's 
Costume Halloween Party. Children 's 
Center. For more information call 895-4146. 
Sun., Oct. 28 
2 p.m.: CORnucopia Series. Hom Player 's 
Career Clinic. CDC. For more information 
call x3484. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. 
Game times subject to change. 
Thurs., Oct. 25 
7 p.m. : Volleyball at Ferris State University, 
Big Rapids. 
Sat., Oct. 27 
12 noon: Football at Michigan Technological 
University, Houghton. 
1 and 2 p.m.: Swimming and Diving. GVSU 
Relays at GVSU. 
3 p.m.: Women 's Soccer at University of 
Findlay. Findlay, OH. 
Sun., Oct. 28 
I p.m. : Women 's Soccer at Ashland 
University. Ashland, OH. 
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